
 
 

 
 
 

Go Idle Free in 2023! 
 Idling a Car is Unhealthy, Expensive and Illegal 

Take the Pledge Today 

 

April 12, 2023 (Wellesley, MA) -- Wellesley’s Climate Action Committee, Natural Resources Commission and 
Police Department as well as Wellesley Green Schools and Sustainable Wellesley invite the community to take 
the pledge and Go Idle Free in 2023.   

 
Starting on Tuesday, April 25, volunteers will ask drivers at Wellesley Public Schools to take the pledge to turn 
off their engines while in school car lines as idling is unhealthy, expensive and illegal.   

 
Unhealthy 
Did you know that motor vehicle exhaust accounts for more than 40% of Wellesley's greenhouse gas emissions  

and that each year, the US produces over 30 million tons of CO2 by idling?  The Environmental Protection 
Agency reports that air toxins from idling are known to cause cancer, respiratory effects like asthma and other 
serious health effects.  Idling is especially dangerous around schools because children are highly susceptible to 

air pollution from car exhaust.  Children’s developing lungs have a smaller surface area and a higher inhalation 
rate (can be over 3x that of adults), which means greater exposure and potentially permanent damage to lung 
function.    

 
Expensive 
Idling is also expensive.  Each year in the United States, personal-vehicle idling wastes about 3 billion gallons of 

fuel.  With higher gas prices, this means idling is wasting money.   
 
Illegal 

Idling can also cost you money in fines. In Wellesley, there is a $15 fine for idling which mirrors the state's anti-
idling violation of $100.   
 

Please reconsider habits and try something new. Take the pledge and Go Idle Free in 2023! 

 

 
 
 

-END- 

 
 

T O W N  O F  W E L L E S L E Y 
 
  

 
 
M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

https://wellesleyma.gov/1788/Climate-Action-Committee
https://wellesleyma.gov/418/Natural-Resources-Commission-NRC
https://wellesleyma.gov/1827/Police
https://www.sustainablewellesley.com/mission-and-who-we-are.html
https://www.sustainablewellesley.com/
https://www.change.org/p/no-idling-pledge-8ba91831-fd8a-4994-9123-68725ad97306?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=custom_url&recruited_by_id=1ef515c0-9cb7-11ed-aa45-fbdd0888c2e8
https://www.change.org/p/no-idling-pledge-8ba91831-fd8a-4994-9123-68725ad97306?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=custom_url&recruited_by_id=1ef515c0-9cb7-11ed-aa45-fbdd0888c2e8
https://wellesleyma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/27282/Climate-Action-Plan-Summary
https://afdc.energy.gov/files/u/publication/idling_personal_vehicles.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/schools/idle-free-schools-toolkit-healthy-school-environment
https://www.epa.gov/schools/idle-free-schools-toolkit-healthy-school-environment
https://afdc.energy.gov/files/u/publication/idling_personal_vehicles.pdf
https://afdc.energy.gov/files/u/publication/idling_personal_vehicles.pdf
https://www.change.org/p/no-idling-pledge-8ba91831-fd8a-4994-9123-68725ad97306?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=custom_url&recruited_by_id=1ef515c0-9cb7-11ed-aa45-fbdd0888c2e8

